
“THIS IS A DRILL”
2012 SIMULATED EMERGENCY TEST

DEPLOY, TRACK, AND SUPPORT

This is a reminder that the 2012 Simulated Emergency Test is 
fast approaching.   Have you begun planning and preparing your 
group?  

For those of you who are unfamiliar with the SET or new to 
ARES/RACES this is a wonderful training opportunity for you and 
your group!  It will help your group identify your strengths and 
weaknesses, demonstrate your capabilities to your served agencies, 
and gain experience in a controlled environment.

Here is some basic information for those of you who haven't 
gotten started yet...

Out of the box drill.

This drill is designed to  make groups get out of it’s comfort box, 
operate in limited or diminished condition while maintaining all the 
documentation and ICS requirements needed to support EM or other 
agencies for a large scale emergency.

The drill

This drill will be conducted on Oct 6 2012.  starting at 1000 CT and 
run until 1400 CT groups may run longer if they wish.

Net structure:  Controlled nets.

Modes: FM, UHF/VHF. CW, RTTY PSK 31 WINLINK..2mtr 
SSB and 6mtr SSB/fm (Non radio modes) SKYPE, E-mail. and 
echo link. HF Phone will be used for logistical comms only.

We look forward to hearing from you all in regards to the your 
experiences with the SET.  Have fun and good luck to you all!

If you have any questions on the SET, please contact 

Dan Lenz, KB9IME, WI ARES/RACES ASEC of Training

at danlenz4@gmail.com

Weather Warnings Ready for U.S. Cellphone 
Alerting System

BY: News Staff | June 29, 2012 

A new text message alert system, called Wireless Emergency Alert 
(WEA), was launched Thursday, June 28, by the National Weather 
Service (NWS) in coordination with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. The alert system, which sends text messages to 
people in areas threatened by severe weather, has been in testing and 
limited use since 2010, but will now begin to see widespread use.

Participation in the alert service is voluntary for wireless carriers. 
Sprint and Verizon are ready for the system, and hundreds of smaller 
mom and pop carriers have agreed to ready their networks for the 
service as well. AT&T has the WEA service available in several 
cities with tentative plans for wider coverage, but iPhone 
compatibility with the service is limited.

In fact, many older cellphones are not compatible with the alert 
service, Buchanan said, but all new cellphones on the market by the 
end of 2014 are expected to have WEA compatibility. A list of 
compatible models is available on the CTIA-The Wireless 
Association website.

The severe weather text alerts will be sent within seconds said Mike 
Gerber, NWS program leader. The alerts do not use GPS to locate 
users, but are rather sent by cell-tower region. A cellphone user from 
California vacationing in New York, for example, would receive 
alerts from only the tower in New York from which he or she 
currently receives a signal.

The WEAs are intended for warnings only and will not include 
severe weather watches. In addition, they only include certain 
weather conditions: blizzards, ice storms, dust storms, extreme 
winds, flash floods, hurricanes, typhoons, tornadoes and tsunamis.

The system was developed through a partnership between the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, the FCC and wireless 
phone carriers to increase public safety nationwide.

Alerts can be a maximum of 90 characters, and in most cases, will 
only contain basic information such as the type of emergency, when 
the alert will expire and a recommended course of action. Cellphone 
users can opt out of receiving all but the presidential alerts.

This article was originally published by Government Technology.

mailto:danlenz4@gmail.com
http://www.govtech.com/wireless/Weather-Warnings-US-Cellphone-Alerting-System.html
http://www.ctia.org/consumer_info/safety/index.cfm/AID/12082
http://www.ctia.org/consumer_info/safety/index.cfm/AID/12082


Note from the North East District

Hello everyone,

I would like to introduce myself, I’m Mark Rasmussen N9MEA.  I 
am the new DEC for Northeast Wisconsin ARES/RACES.  I would 
like to thank Dave Levorson for his time as DEC and I hope that I 
can do as well as he has over the last 3 ½ years.

A little bit about myself, I live in Wausau with my wife Lisa and son 
Ryan who is almost 8 years old.  I work for the Wisconsin State 
Patrol as a Communications Technician and have been here for 13 ½ 
years.  My job duties also include on working on the radio systems 
for the DNR.  I have over 23 years in the communications field.  I 
am also a certified COMT and COML for the Incident Command 
System. 

 At the urging of one of my good friends and coworkers at the time, 
Bill Bergs KC9UC, I got licensed as a Technician in 1991.  I then 
upgraded to General when they dropped the code requirement.  I’ve 
been active in ARES/RACES almost since I first got my ticket.  

At first I was mostly involved in SKYWARN as that was what we 
pretty much did.  Over time, our ARES/RACES group in Marathon 
County started doing more and I kept involved in most of the 
activities that they were involved in.  When Pete Johnson AB9PJ 
became the DEC for the northeast area he asked me to become one 
of his ADECs and help out with technical support for the District. 
When Dave Levorson took over as DEC from Pete, I stayed on as 
Dave’s technical support.  

Any of you who play around with APRS may recognize my call as I 
am very active in APRS.  I have many digipeaters throughout north 
central Wisconsin and help take care of many others.  I also help take 
care of many voice repeaters in the north central Wisconsin area.

If you ever have any questions for me, please feel free to contact me 
at markandlisarasmussen@charter.net.

Thanks and 73.

Article Written by: WI ARES/RACES NE District DEC, Mark Rasmussen, N9MEA

IT'S ALMOST THAT TIME AGAIN!!
WISCONSIN ARES/RACES

STATE CONFERENCE 2012 

Are you interested or involved in Wisconsin ARES RACES, then 
WE WANT YOU to attend this conference!

This conference is about you! It is designed to make you think and 
grow individually, as well as a member of the Wisconsin 
ARES/RACES Team. Have unique knowledge and interests in an 
area that you feel would benefit everyone? Have difficult or 
challenging problems in your county that you have been facing and 
need feedback? This is the conference for you. We have purposely 
set time aside in our program for you to network with fellow 
ARES/RACES members/officers and discuss topics important to 
you.

Join Us For Lunch At The Library!
We have a non-profit organization who has graciously offered to 
serve lunch at the conference. The lunch menu includes: Turkey & 
HAM sandwich, chips, fresh fruit, pickle, cookie and either water or 
soda. Lunch is $10.00 and must be purchased in advance for the 
following reasons: 

1). McMillan Public Library policystates that no money 
exchanges can occur during events held at the library. To 
respect the policy of the library, no money will be exchanged 
the day of and all meals must be pre-ordered/prepaid though 
the registration process.

2). 2.) In addition we must be able to give an accurate count to 
the organization preparing the lunch, while ensuring that we 
have seating available for those who have purchased it. 
Lunch is a great time to socialize plus we will be giving 
away super door prizes (you must be present to win).

You won’t want to miss it!

Join Us For Dinner!
Following the conference at 5 pm there will more time to socialize at 
the Lake Aire Supper Club. Dinner is on your own—order off of the 
menu. We will be taking a head count at the conference on Saturday 
morning, so please let us know then if you are interested.

For more information and to register please visit the WI 
ARES/RACES website HERE! 

14th Annual Wisconsin ARES/RACES 
Conference

In Cooperation With WeComm, Ltd

Saturday, October 20, 2012, 9:30 A.M.– 4:30 P.M.
McMillan Memorial Library

490 East Grand Avenue
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

Talk-in – 146.790 – PL114.8

  

http://www.wi-aresraces.org/index.html
mailto:markandlisarasmussen@charter.net


Marathon Co. ARES/RACES Provides ATV Link 
for Wausau Fire Department

Marathon County ARES/RACES provided an amateur 
television (atv) link for the Wausau Fire Department as part of 
their planned response to Wausau’s Rock the 400 Block concert 
event held on Saturday July 21, 2012.

The concert, an all day concert event, held in the downtown 
area on the 400 block green space was anticipated to draw up 
to 6,000 spectators. The challenge was to provide situational 
awareness for the Fire Department and other responders so that 
they could keep tabs on the event from their Incident 
Command Site (ICS) located several blocks away from the 
event.

 
Marathon County ARES/RACES operators set up an amateur 
television link from a vantage point located in a vacant 
apartment above the 400 block and transmitted live television 
imagery to the trailer several blocks away. Two ARES 
members, along with Wausau Police observers, where stationed 
in the apartment to observe and operate the ATV equipment. 

The ARES group used a pair of AES Electronics VSB-70 fast 
scan ATV transceivers for the link along with a pair of 5 
element UHF yagi antennas. A small camcorder mounted on a 
tripod furnished the source image. Image quality was excellent, 
on par with a standard definition television signal.  The fire 
department really appreciated the 20x zoom on the camera so 
that they could isolate individuals in the crowd. 

The event’s attendance didn’t meet the expectations of the 
organizers, but it did give the City of Wausau experience in 
creating a response plan for handling crowds and events 
downtown. The Wausau Fire Department was greatly 
impressed with the ARES/RACES team’s ability to provide 
ATV imagery and are looking forward to using their services in 
future public events. 
For more images please visit Marathon County ARES/RACE's Website

Article Written by: WI ARES/RACES, Marathon County EC  Michael Martens, KB9VBR

                      Request for Information....

A Wisconsin statewide database of mostly ham radio repeaters 
hosting Skywarn/weather nets
has been managed and maintained by the Milwaukee Area 
Skywarn Association for over ten years. Its time once again to 
update and verify it's accuracy.

This list which goes into a national database also helps local 
clubs promote their activities
and attract new members interested in public service. More 
importantly, having accurate and
current freq lists are essential to any emergency responder's 
communication plan.

Please share this message with active club representatives and 
Skywarn Net Controllers.

FREQ LIST and/or submit changes:
http://www.mke-skywarn.org/radio.html

Regards,

Skip Voros WD9HAS
Executive Director
Milwaukee Area Skywarn Assoc. 
____________________________________________________________________________

September is National Preparedness Month
September is National Preparedness Month. In past years, hundreds 
of Amateur Radio and ARES groups signed up with FEMA/DHS on 
their website and it got their attention! It is a good way to generate a 
local news story or to be included in one that is already planned. You 
can sign up at http://www.ready.gov/ 

Once you do, you also can look at ideas other groups are planning. It 
is a good way to get positive PR and you are probably doing things 
already that meets their activity request.

Allen Pitts, W1AGP

Media & PR Manager

ARRL - the national association for Amateur Radio 

Wood County ARES/RACES Assists Local Police on the Fourth

Contributed by William Hascall, KC9OKM Wood Co. ARES PIO

http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.mke-skywarn.org/radio.html
http://www.marathoncountyares.org/2012/08/10/marathon-county-aresraces-provides-atv-link-for-wausau-fd/


WI ARES/RACES Nets:

Sunday:
8:00 AM  WI ARES/RACES   3967.0 kHz
9:00 AM  Kewanee Co.      146.805  PL 146.2
6:30 PM  Waushara Co.      147.285  PL 123.0
7:00 PM  Fond Du Lac       145.430  PL  97.4
7:00 PM  Grant Co.            147.360   PL  CA
7:00 PM  Green Co.            145.110  PL 123.0
7:00 PM  Oneida Co.          146.940  PL  114.8
7:00 PM  Sauk Co.              147.315  PL  123.0
7:00 PM  Winnebago Co.    147.240  PL  107.2
7:30 PM  Lincoln Co.         145.430  PL  114.8
7:30 PM  Calumet Co.        147.300  PL  107.2
7:30 PM  Marquette Co.     146.745  PL  123.0
8:00 PM Outagamie Co.     146.655  PL  100.0
8:15 PM  Waupaca Co.       146.925  PL  118.8
8:30 PM  Tri Co.  ARES (Marinette Co,  Oconto Co, and Menominee 
Co. MI)           145.470  PL  114.8
9:00 PM  Richland Co.       146.910  PL  131.8

Monday:
7:00 PM  St. Croix Co.      145.130  PL  110.9
7:30 PM  Dodge Co.          146.640  PL  123.0
8:00 PM  Shawano Co.      147.225  PL  114.8
8:00 PM  Marathon Co.     146.820  PL  114.8
8:00 PM  Walworth Co.     146.865  PL  127.3
9:00 PM  Milwaukee Co.   147.165  PL  127.3
9:00 PM  Polk Co.             147.195  PL  110.9
9:00 PM  Waukesha Co.    147.165  PL  127.3

Tuesday:
0000-2400 State Winlink Net  wb9rqr@winlink.org 
7:00 PM   Manitowac Co.   146.610   PL    107.2
7:00 PM   Rock Co.             145.450   PL    123.0
7:00 PM  Wood Co.           146.790   PL  114.8
8:00 PM  Barron Co.         443.650   PL  110.9
8:00 PM  Portage Co.        146.670   PL  114.8
8:00 PM  Watertown         146.460   SIMPLEX

Wednesday:
7:00 PM  Ashland Co.       146.550  PL  CA
7:00 PM  Bayfield Co.      146.550  PL  CA
7:00 PM Juneau Co.          146.850  PL  CA   (1st Wed. of Month)
7:00 PM  Kenosha Co.      145.450  SIMPLEX
8:00 PM  Dane Co.           147.150  PL  123.0
8:00 PM  Jefferson Co.     145.490  PL  123.0
8:00 PM Racine Co.          147.270  PL  CA
8:30 PM  Clark Co.           146.775  PL  114.8
8:45 PM  Jackson Co.       145.390  PL  131.8
9:00 PM  Price Co.            147.00    PL  110.9
9:00 PM  Sawyer  Co.       147.045  PL  110.9
9:00 PM  Washburn Co.    146.655  PL  110.9

Thursday:

6:30 PM  Florence Co.     146.850   PL  CA
7:00 PM Dunn Co.           146.685   PL  100.9 (1st Thursday of Month)
7:00 PM  Adams Co.        147.030   PL  123.0
7:00 PM  Columbia Co.    147.015  PL  123.0
7:00 PM  Ozaukee Co.      147.330  PL  127.3
8:00 PM  Sheboygan Co.  443.225  PL  107.2
8:15 PM  Washington       147.210   PL  127.3
9:00 PM  Vernon Co.        145.170  PL  131.8

For any corrections or to have your ARES/RACES net added to the  
list, please contact Stephanie KC9TZW at the information below.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:

The newsletter is published the first week of every other month. 
Articles, ideas, photos, and events should be submitted no later than 
the last day of the month, unless in the event of an emergency or 
major drill.  We welcome articles, ideas, photos, events, and stories 
from every ARES/RACES member throughout the State of WI.  

Please submit all newsletter articles, photos, stories, ideas, and 
events to:

Stephanie Schweitzer, KC9TZW
WI ARES/RACES NE District ADEC-PIO
WI ARES/RACES Newsletter Editor
135 Flora Way
Clintonville,WI 54929
(715)823-2652 (home)
(920)202-1854 (cell)
kc9tzw@yahoo.com

mailto:kc9tzw@yahoo.com
mailto:wb9rqr@winlink.org



